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022, a year that continues to show
that the pandemic is very much behind us. Not only are we able to get
out and enjoy ourselves, it is also proving to
be a time where like-minded enthusiasts
are wanting to be involved in their passion.
I am excited to advise that we are growing
at an exceptional rate. We have grown by
50% this year, rocketing through 200 MEMBERS! This wouldn't be possible without the
hard work of our great committee and the
events that we have been holding. Currently sitting at 210 members, we are in the
strongest position in our Club's 37 year history.
German Auto Day: Another record breaking event! with 81 vehicles on display it was
a sensational presentation in Queanbeyan
park and undoubtedly the best display of
all Marques at the show. It was fantastic to
see such a great variety of cars from the
early days of BMW through to today. A
special thank you to Canberra BMW and
BMW Australia for providing the Z8 and M3
CSL, it made the event all the more exciting.

From the Editor

I

t was a very difficult task NOT
to pack this issue out with
photos. Plenty of photos. This
was due to the fact we had a
very full club calendar of events
and what a better way of recording them is there but
through photos!
The flagship event of the club
year was German Auto Day.
And what a day that proved to be, thanks
to a record number of BMW owners and
their cars joining in on the day. The club
display was spectacular and the sheer
range of cars from all periods was a sight to
behold.
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In another first, we are set
to hold our first ever track
day. After a slow start we
have rescheduled to Saturday February 11th, 2023.
Pheasant
Wood
in
Marulan is a great track to
learn or hone your skills.
Having recently been reviewed by Motorsport Australia and its capacity upgraded, its promising signs
with the future of Wakefield Park in doubt. I
really do encourage everyone to have a
go and see what you and your car are capable of. There will be awards and prizes
on the day too....
Thanks to Lorna for facilitating the recent
whale watching getaway. It was a fantastic way to end the school holidays, seeing
humpback calves up close was spectacular.
Looking forward to seeing you all out soon.
Keep an eye on your emails, more great
events will be on the calendar before the
year is out! CR

Jon Havelock
Contributing to the spectacle was the Z8
and E46 M3CSL from the BMW Australia
Heritage Collection. All made possible by
our friends at Canberra BMW.

As well as GAD, we had our usual share of
great club events such as the Annual
Presentation Lunch (finally after 2 years!)
and yet another Bimmers & Coffee meet.
To cap off another successful year in Motorsport, BMW has won yet another German DTM title. And we have all seen the
biggest new model release in months with
the 2023 M2—and all the controversy over
it!
I hope you enjoy all of this edition!

CR
3

BMWCCC Cars & Coffee @ Dairy Road

Words :
Jon Havelock

31 July, 2022

I

t was a grey and foggy start to the day that
eventually just became a plain old grey
Canberra day. But that did not deter a
good contingent of owners and their BMWs
from fronting up at As Nature Intended on
Dairy Road in Fyshwick for the morning’s gathering.
As has been the case for most of the year, this
highly successful club meet format proved
popular again. The morning also provided the
first opportunity ever for all three of the club’s
only Lifetime Members with the chance to together. Ian Branston was back visiting Canberra from his new home in Greenville, South Carolina, USA and met up with John Hebron and
yours truly for a photo opportunity.
As always, here are some photos of the morning! CR
Right: BMWCCC Life Members Jon Havelock,
John Hebron and Ian Branston

Photos: Jon Havelock
[@jonhavelock on IG]
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Photos: Jon Havelock
[@jonhavelock on IG]
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BMWCCC Cars & Coffee @ Dairy Road
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BMWCCC Cars & Coffee @ Dairy Road
Photos: Alan Howard
[@alanhphotos on IG]
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BMWCCC Cars & Coffee @ Dairy Road
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Photos: Alan Howard
[@alanhphotos on IG]
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EV Expo 2022

Words & Photos: Alan Howard
@alanhphotos on Instagram

5-7 August, 2022

T

he Electric Vehicle (EV) Conference and
Expo 2022 was held at EPIC on 5-7 August
and organised by the Australian Electric
Vehicle Association (AEVA). When I arrived, I
was surprised to see so many people! I didn’t
think it would be as popular as it seemed to be.
I think a lot of people are really starting to get
into having EVs for themselves, and they were
at the Expo to check out what was being
showcased. With the new Labor Government’s
legislation supporting EVs, I can completely understand why.
Some of the EV’s that were there included
BMW (represented of course by Canberra
BMW), Tesla, Polestar, Audi, Nissan, and Porsche. There were a lot of electric motorbikes
there as well, and out in the carpark there were
demos and test drives of EVs being offered by
Tesla and Audi.
There were so many people when I was there
in the morning, it was difficult to walk around,
let alone take any photos of the cars. too
many people in the way! I ended up leaving
and coming back in the afternoon so I could
get some better photos with less people. But
that’s a testament to how popular the Expo
was, with so many people considering buying
one and coming along to see what’s available. CR

With a prominent presence
at the Expo, BMW was represented by Canberra BMW.
On display on their stand was
the iX (above); and MINI
Garage featured the MINI
Electric (left). Also available
for a test drive was the i4.

The Audi brand was represented by the
spectacularly good looking e-tron GT
(left above) and Sportback (left bottom).
Porsche had their Taycan there (below)
and Tesla gave rides/drives in their
Model X (right).
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2022 Annual Presentation Lunch

Words & Photos:
Graham Ball

14 August, 2022

A

fter a hiatus from the schedule for the
last two years, the 2022 Annual Presentation Lunch was held at the Harmonie
German Club in Narrabundah.
The annual presentation lunch is always a great
event for everyone to get together, enjoy a
delicious lunch and enjoy some great company and this year was no different.
This year we had the “German Experience”
lunch menu. There was a fantastic mix of German food including their signature Pork Knuckle. The black forest cake for dessert was also a
hit, in fact it was all delicious and enjoyed by
everyone!
As part of the Annual Presentation Lunch, the
perpetual Club trophies were also awarded.
The perpetual awards are in recognition of
members outstanding contribution to the club
throughout the year.

Congratulations to the below recipients - all
very well deserved!
• Mike Glew – New Member of the Year
• Les Eite - Member of the Year
• Dale Tomes - President's Award
Canberra BMW also kindly donated a variety of
awesome lucky door and raffle prizes. Some of
the prizes that were won, BMW t-shirts, caps,
umbrellas, and a BMW floating wheel centre
cap set. Les also who won a 1:18 scale electric
model BMW Z4 car!
A big thank-you to Yvonne Wise, for making
delicious BMW styled cupcakes for everyone!
Thank you to everyone that was able to make
it. Stay tuned for the Clubs Christmas party invite - yes, it’s that time of year again! CR

Above left: Mike Glew being presented with his New Member of the Year
Award by President Luke Wise. Above right: Les Eite being presented with
his Member of the Year Award. Left: The German Experience lunch being
devoured by the hungry crowd!

Below: Dale Tomes’
President’s Award

Above: Canberra BMW also kindly donated a variety of awesome lucky door and raffle prizes.
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022
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Supersprint @ Wakefield Park
13 August, 2022

Words & Photos:
Marcus Hon

H

aving signed up for potentially
the last outing at my favourite
‘Home’ racetrack ‘Wakefield
Park’ in Goulburn*, I went through the
usual motions of prepping my E92 M3
for track readiness. Normally this would
only be a 2 – 4 week exercise depending on what parts are needed. During
COVID times, this became a 3 month
marathon as parts availability and shipping threw many spanners at me.
Prepping a car for the track can be as
simple as doing a flush on all vital fluids
including: engine oil, transmission oil,
diff oil, brake fluids and radiator coolants. If your car is well maintained, then
only some of the above may apply. In
addition, different track meetings have
different equipment requirements. To
pass scrutineering at a BMW Drivers
Club NSW Super Sprint event, all cars
must have the following: car to be road registered or have been CAMS equivalent scrutineered for safety equipment. In addition, the car
must also have the following safety equipment
securely mounted: Fire extinguisher including
safety clasp, tow hooks, battery triangle sticker,
race number stickers, a ADR compliant helmet,
driver must also be in non-synthetic clothing
which covers you from wrist to ankle.
Headache one (no pun intended)
After 15 years of faithful service, my AGV helmet
was past its’ use by date with the inner lining and
outer foam all decomposing due to age. A new
BMW Motorrad Helmet was duly ordered with the
obligatory 10% BMWCCC discount. The catch
was a potential 10 week wait as the item had to
come from Germany.

Hurdle two
For me came in the form of a 3 month wait time
for new brake rotors and brake pads! A previous
track meeting at Sydney Motorsport Park (SMSP)
in May saw the brake fluid refreshed with Endless
high temperature race items. So, I knew what the
car is capable of in its basic setup.
There was nothing wrong with the previous SMSP
setup of stock (100,000km old) BMW M tuned suspension, Vogtland lowering springs, stock cross
drilled rotors/pads and Michelin Pilot Super Sport
(MPSS) tyres. In fact that setup was perfect for
fast road use and provided good all round comfort and control through the selectable electronic
damper control (EDC) and M Mode setup. However, on a racetrack, limits are much higher than
what’s achievable on the road and I noticed after sustained laps, the MPSS (whilst great on the
road) would eventually fall off their performance
envelope due to heat, thus leaving me to fight
the slip which generates more heat and so on.
The stock rotor and pad setup have also held up
well to SMSP’s tight Amaroo circuit, but even they
were approaching the edge of their performance limits with the cross drilled holes completely filled with brake dust by the end of the
May track meet (approx 25 laps in total).
So, in the name of science, I decided to upgrade
(Continued on page 12)
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a 1 kg fire extinguisher.

(Continued from page 11)

the tyres (with a 4 week delivery time frame!!!)
from Michelin Pilot Super Sport (MPSS) to Michelin
Pilot Cup 2 (MPC2) to improve the mechanical
grip and extend the performance envelope.
Whilst I was happy with
the stock suspension and
lowering springs, I was
after more adjustability in
terms of: ride height, suspension tuning and Bilstein’s PSS10 provided me
with that adjustability at
the twist of a knob and a
set of second hand 1
year old used ones came
up for sale through EuroWerke
in
Sydney.
(Having run PSS9 coilovers in my previous E46
323i I was very happy with
Bilstein’s suspension tuning), so on went the PSS10
with the help of Advanced Tech Auto - Phillip
(with 2 weeks to spare).
The replacement slotted
rotors from US company
Giro Discs paired with
Japan’s
Endless
race
pads finally arrived after a
shipping delay which lasted close to 3 months! So,
with 1 week left until the
track meet the M3 was
back at Advanced Tech
Auto for the brake upgrade. That same week,
the BMW Helmet ordered
through Canberra BMW
11 weeks prior finally arrived !!!
(thank you
Marnie and Paul – Canberra BMW Parts for your
persistent chasing on my behalf!!!)
Hurdle 3
This was when I realised I didn’t have a fire extinguisher and bracket fitted. In my haste I was going to fabricate up some aluminium brackets but
Saad of OCD (Obsession Car Detailing - Mitchell)
recommended Bavarian Speed Shop who came
through with the goods and shipped out a KAP
industry fire extinguisher bracket to me within 24
hours!!! This was a 5 min bolt to the seat bracket
exercise. Supercheap auto was the next stop for
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

The last items on
my scrutineering list
were a set of race
numbers and battery triangle sticker,
so with 3 days to
spare it was off to
Revolution
Race
Gear in Mitchell to
buy a blue triangle
battery sticker and
a set of #92 that
have been allocated to me for the
season.
With
everything
buttoned up, it was
comforting to know
I can lean on the semi slicks once warmed up
and stand on the brake pedal time and time
again and not worry about brake fade or drop in
performance (the ability to stop repeatedly when
and where I want to, is kind of important to me
especially on a race track!!!).
On Race Day

Luke Wise, Graham Ball and I all piled into the M3
and we drove up to Wakefield Park for a day of
fun and meet and greet with the BMW DCNSW
crew. The day started with all 60 cars lined up on
the grid for a commemorative photo and a send
off for Kim Hunter (BMW DCNSW Clerk of the
Course), followed by familiarization lap with passengers; Luke got to experience what a greasy
track and a M3 with cold semi slicks felt like!
What started as a wet track soon dried out and
by mid-morning, racing lines were appearing
throughout the track. Caution was still needed
on the painted kerbs and the fast and damp kink
1 where many a brave souls were sent off to the
gravel trap. In all, the car performed above my
expectation and well above my skill set. The tyres
once hot provided immense grip, and the brakes
withstood lap after lap of late braking. After 3 sessions and some 18 laps, I finished off the day with
a best of 1:11.498 which was a street car PB for
me! Previous street car PB was a 1:14:XX set in my
old Z3 M Coupe and my race car PB was a
1:05:XX in a Radical SR3. I believe with more seat
time, my PB in the M3 could approach 1:10:XX.
Fingers crossed I get to realise this soon.
The compromise now is that the MP Cup 2s, whilst
(Continued on page 13)
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Below: Marcus (at left) and Luke before the familiarization lap.

super sticky must be warmed up before enthusiastic driving and they also wear at an alarming
rate. The current brake setup is unflappable but
still took the best part of a week to bed in properly and requires heat to work their best, otherwise
they squeal like a overloaded truck trying to do
an emergency stop.

There is always more that can be done, like a
race seat, half cage and harness but the M3 is
now at a stage where I can really lean on it, improve my skills and capabilities and enjoy the car
in a safe off-road environment. Having driven a
race prepped Mustang at The Bend in Adelaide,
and a Radical SR3 at Wakefield, my goal is to
drive the M3 on some of our most revered and
feared racetracks like: Phillip Island, Willowbank,
Lakeside, Bathurst and share this passion with my
kids and fellow BMWCCC, BMWDCNSW and Drive
Master members. I can’t wait for the next track
meet at Marulan, SMSP and hopefully Wakefield
again soon.
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

Shout Outs to:
¨ Jerry (J Racing Fyshwick for the installation of
car parts),
¨ Owen (GT Evolution Sydney for your advice
and brake hardware),
¨ Marty (ACT Brakes and Tyres Mitchell for the
Michelin Tyres),
¨ Alistair (Advanced Tech Auto Phillip for always looking after my cars like it was yours),
¨ Paul and Marnie (Canberra BMW Parts Dept),
¨ Andrew (Bavarian Speed Shop Melbourne –
KAP Industry Goodies)
(*July’s NSW Land and Environment Court ruling
proceedings has forced the closure of this iconic
racetrack). CR
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50 Years of ///M: Pheasant Wood Track Day
The event you’ve all been waiting for! This is open to ALL
models, not just ///M cars. Let's celebrate in style!
Come join us for a very special event. This will be the first Track Day hosted by
BMW Car Club Canberra and the ONLY track day hosted in celebration of 50
years of BMW Motorsport. Proudly supported by Canberra BMW.
When: 11 Feb 2023, 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Where: Pheasant Wood Circuit, Marulan NSW

On top of being an already impressive day, we will have prizes for a number of
categories as well. This will be a well-kept secret until our big day. Make sure you
are there to find out!
For those that have not attended a track day before, this will be a great introduction.
There are some mandatory requirements to attend —
·

Long sleeve cotton shirt, full length pants and enclosed footwear

·

Helmet: hire may be available

·

Motorsport (Motorsport Australia or AASA) or track (Pheasant Wood) licence:
A day licence can be purchased for $30 @ the track. Note: Can be upgraded on the day to an annual licence for an additional $69

This will be a fully catered event. Your registration fee includes all lunch, snacks
and drinks (water, soft drink, tea and coffee). Simply turn up and enjoy the day.
Early Bird pricing: $200 for members of any official BMW Club (verification of current membership will be required), $250 for non-members. This will be available
until 31 December 2022.
Club merchandise will also be available for purchase on the day.
Registrations are limited, be sure to register ASAP to avoid disappointment.
> https://bmwclubcanberra.org.au/event-5003868
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask.
Luke Wise
President | BMW Car Club Canberra
president@bmwclubcanberra.org.au
(m) 0410 333 540
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Ian Wise

Welcom Ne Member

Membership Officer

As memberships continue to grow, we are certainly very happy to see more of you
join our club these past three months! The BMW Car Club Canberra would like to
welcome the following new members. See you at an event soon ….!!
Member name

BMW

Member name

BMW

Matt Dennis

1977 E21 320

Michael Kooymans

1997 E39 528i
2020 G20 330i

1997 E36/7 Z3

Linda & Ken Staples

1995 E36/5 316i

Philip Alexander

2004 E46

2012 E82 1M LCI

Fabio, Susana & Milan Fior

2014 M5 30 Jahre

2014 X5 Xdrive 3.0d

Lolitha Basnayake

2021 G30 M550i
2019 G07 X7

Peter Gillies

2022 G20 330i

Ekaterina Savina

2013 F32 435i

Paul Murdoch

2020 F82 M4

Roland Balodis

1997 E36 M3

Peter Molesworth

1988 E24 M6

Adam Spaleta

2018 F20 M140i

Karl Battisson

2002 E46 M3

Jace O'Keefe

2002 E46 325i

Mark Seinor

F97 X3M

Harrison Deal

2009 E88 135i Conv

Sonny Looms

2020 G20 330i

Anthony Pesec

2008 E60 M5

Jayne Chow

2019 Supra MKV A90

2002 E46 M3

(Associate membership)

1996 Nissan 180SX type X

1994 Ferrari F355

Jiuzhou Zhau

2017 F87 M2

Zixuan (Joe) Xu

E46 2004 M3CSL

Rowan Grigg

2022 G30 330e

Steve Diep

2018 F87 M2 Comp

Ally Coupland

2017 F87 M2

Teena Case

2016 F85 X5M

Sujay Krishnamoorthi,

Martin Milewski

2012 E82 1M

Tarun Sujay, Tara Sujay &

Heinz Lupinski

1966 Ford XP Falcon

Sowmya Raghuraman

(Associate membership)

2001 VW Passat

Bianca Mulach

2016 F20 120i

2018 VW Passat

Vivek Shah

2018 F22 M240i

2016 F82 M4

Ethan Mozley

2006 E46 325i SE

2013 E89 Z4

James Goodwin

2020 G30 M550i

2000 E46 330Ci

Jack Tam

2017 F87 M2

2013 F34 328GT

Lionel Riley

2012 F13 650i

Tuan Dao

1986 E24 635CSI

2016 F26 X4
2002 E65 735Li

Not a member? Why not join us …?
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

Full membership details are here on the club website >
https://bmwclubcanberra.org.au/join-us

15

Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

16

Words: Graham Ball
Photos: Alan Howard
[@alanhphotos on IG]

11 September, 2022

T

he Club was invited to the Spring German Markets held at the Harmonie German Club to showcase some German
automotive marvels… BMWs of course! ;)
The German Markets offered a variety of stalls
offering German food such as homemade
cakes, deli goods and groceries, handmade
crafts, other specialties as well as wine, beer,
and schnapps. The much-loved sausage stall
was also cooking up a storm of fresh German
sausages – they were a huge hit!
We had 5 members kindly provide their pride
and joys to have on display. Thank-you!
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

Dale Tomes – E28 528i
Marcus ‘The Stig’ Hon – E92 M3
Tony Sheehan - F23 228i
Aleksandar Trpeski - E30 318i
Steven Han - M2 Competition
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There was lots of interest from market goes on
the day, as this was the first time that the German Markets had cars on display. It was great
to see so many people excited about seeing
the cars.
We had lots of enquiries about the club and
welcome to the new members that joined after seeing us at the markets. CR

17

Words: Marcus Hon
Photos: Jon Havelock

P

icking up a bright blue hot hatch was
certainly a highlight for me on a damp
cold Canberra winter afternoon. Photographer-Editor Jon and I settled into the front
seats and managed to adjust the driving position and connected my phone in an instant.
The ease of connectivity and familiarity surprised us because: firstly, our combined age is
well into the 90s and secondly, we both have
E92 M cars from 2 generations ago, so digital
radio and the latest generation of in car entertainment is a bit foreign to us!!!
The entry model 118i in Australian spec comes
with an efficient 1.5 litre 3-cylinder twin scroll
turbo charged engine producing 103Kw and
220Nm of torque paired with 7 speed double
clutch steptronic transmission. Power is adequate in and around town traffic. Admittedly
we were only 2 up with minimal luggage on
the test drive which took in round town traffic,
highway cruising and some spirited mountain
passes.
Official data shows 0-100kmh in 8.5sec which is
comparable to Audi’s current generation A3,
Mercedes Benz’s A180 and current Mini
Cooper in terms of performance. This is no coincidence as the Mini Cooper and BMW 118i
both share the same engine and transmission.
What the 118i offers that its’ competitors do
not is a sense of occasion and drama from the
moment you step inside. The Cloth Trigon/
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

Sensatec upholstery and aluminium interior
trim finishers with illuminated lighting provides a
perfect blend of sporty appeal and premium
feel.
The $2,400 M Sport package provides the visual drama with M Aerodynamic package, M
sport suspension, M High
gloss shadow line trim, M
Anthracite headliner and M
leather steering wheel.
Being a front wheel drive
car, pushing only 220Nm,
the 18” style 554M forged
light alloy wheels paired with
Goodyear Eagle F1 in
225/40/18 fitment provided
more grip than the car
could exploit. Road holding
was excellent and encouraged spirited driving, but at
inner city speeds and on imperfect roads, the nonadjustable M suspension was
damped overly firm.
The 5-door hatch design
with sloping roof line and M
Aerodynamic options has
an abundance of street
presence and looks the best
in comparison to its’ contemporary rivals from
(Continued on page 19)
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Admittedly, I’m one of those drivers that normally turns all electronic driving aids off as
soon as I get into my cars, I left the little 118i to
its’ own devices and the latest generation of
driver assistance systems including: active
cruise control with brake function, Active
Guard Plus and Driving Assistant was not intrusive and guided Jon and I through some peak
hour traffic with no complains from either of us.

(Continued from page 18)

Audi, Mercedes and VW. The current BMW
design language whilst divisive, works very well
in the smaller 1 series body with bonnet and
door creases mimicking tension. The high
shoulder line, classic Hofmeister kink in the rear
three quarter window, M3/4 mimicking rear
bumper all creating a tautness and athleticism
to the design. The optional panorama glass
sunroof robbed a few cm in terms of interior
head room but opened up the interior dramatically and made the interior airier and
warmer.
Optional Comfort Package with keyless access, front row seat heating with lumbar support and electrical adjustment is a modern
day must have, especially for a daily driver in
Canberra’s treacherous winter. Ergonomics
are 9/10 with good allround visibility. The M
Sport seats in Cloth
Trigon/Sensatec
with
electric adjustment can
be set low on the deck
and provide great bolstering for spirited driving.
All touch points provide a
premium feel with the
thick rimmed soft M leather steering wheel, gear
selector and seating position providing the intended sports car look and
appeal. The 8.8” media
system incorporates the
usual features such as
digital radio, navigation,
Apple CarPlay and is another modern car must
have.
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

Around town driving dynamics were adequate, but there is a need to keep the little 1.5liter turbo 3 cylinder in the 3,500 to 5,000 rpm
zone for spirited driving.
We were never
caught in the wrong gear, as the 7 speed
Steptronic transmission was always in the right
ratio and shifts were seamless and ultrasmooth. For those with the urge for more boost
and race car aspirations, there’s always the
128ti and 135xDrive variants providing 2.0-liter
turbo 4 cylinder of 180kW to 225kW in power.
But in 118i guise, the turbo 3 still provides the
best-in-class handling with the electric power
steering communicative, direct and full of feel
(not dissimilar to the old hydraulic assisted systems from the old E series).
In all, the 118i with M Sport trim in M Misano
Blue paint provides a fun, practical package
with street presence, sporting appeal and is
the perfect BMW daily for singles, couples and
young families who enjoy driving and is a great
alternative in the competitive premium small
hatch sector. CR
** BMW 118i courtesy of Canberra BMW
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From the BMW world

The G87 M2 Revealed

Photos: BMW AG
Standard features in Australia
will include adaptive LED headlights, dual interior screens,
heated electric M Sport seats,
Vernasca leather upholstery,
wireless phone charging, a
head-up display, tri-zone climate control, and a Harman
Kardon surround sound system.

T

he new 2023 BMW M2 has been revealed –
the last all-new BMW M car without hybrid or
electric power – ahead of an Australian
launch in the first half of next year.
The second generation of BMW's smallest M car
has undergone a radical overhaul in line with its
larger M3 and M4 siblings, with a bold new look,
the company's latest interior technology, more
power than any previous-generation M2, and a
choice of eight-speed automatic and six-speed
manual transmissions for no additional cost.

Standard driver-assistance features include autonomous
emergency braking, lane departure warning, blind-spot
monitoring, rear cross-traffic
alert, and either regular cruise
control in manual models, or
adaptive cruise control with
stop and go in automatic cars.
A $14,500 M Carbon Experience package is
available as an option, which includes lightweight M Carbon bucket seats, Merino leather
upholstery, a higher top speed limiter (285km/h
vs 250km/h), and vouchers for two BMW M performance driving courses.

The 2023 BMW M2 is due in Australian showrooms
in the first half of next year. CR

The new M2 is expected to be priced from
$119,900 plus on-road costs. That represents a
price rise of $17,000 for the manual and $10,000
for the automatic over the previous M2, which in
Competition trim in its final year (2021) cost
$102,900 to $109,900 plus on-road costs, depending on transmission.
The M2 builds on the standard new-generation 2
Series coupe with a more powerful twin-turbo sixcylinder engine from BMW M's larger M3/M4 cars,
an aggressive new look, high-tech interior, and a
sharper chassis.
It's not the most expensive BMW M2 ever sold, as
that remains the $147,400 plus on-road costs M2
CS automatic – and it's still cheaper than an entry-level M3, which is priced from $153,500 plus
on-road costs. The standard 2023 M240i xDrive is
$91,900.
A high level of standard equipment will be fitted
to Australian-market models, including a carbonfibre roof, and a number of comfort and safety
features optional in European markets.
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022
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25 September, 2022

T

his years annual German Auto Day was a
sensational event, particularly for BMW
and the BMW Car Club Canberra. Our aim
for this year was to bring to attention the worldwide celebration of 50 years of BMW ///M. And
this we did in a big way. The success of the event
was due to the participation of all BMWCCC
members and their cars, not just those with M
cars. Thanks should also go to the small number
of non-member customers of Canberra BMW
who also joined in with us on the day.
The first time venue for the day was Queanbeyan Park and what a location that proved to be.
Everyone gave the new venue the thumbs up so
we hope this will be the new home for the event
in the future.
The day was also the opportunity for us to hold
the club Show ‘n Shine. It proved to be a very
competitive affair and the cars were prepared
to a very high standard, making the judging a
challenging task.

Words: Jon Havelock
Category B (E46 to E93)
3rd Marcus Hon ’08 E92 M3
2nd Craig Collins ’06 E53 X5
1st Jon Havelock ’08 E92 M3
Category C (F10 onwards)
3rd Will Goodwin ’19 F87 M2 Comp
2nd Ken Wedgewood ’13 F30 335i
1st Paul Murdoch ’20 F82 M4 Comp
A big thank you goes to all our judges—Linda
Staples, Kat Savina, Craig Homann, Rowan
Grigg, Will Goodwin, Joe Zhao, Olivier Munier,
Graham Ball and Luke Wise.
And last but not least, a huge thank you should
go to Izi Tanewski, Marketing Manager at Canberra BMW for pulling out all stops to help bring
the E46 M3CSL and the glorious Z8, from the BMW
Australia Heritage Collection, here just for the
event! CR

Category winners were —
Category A (E10 to E36)
3rd Wade Bartlett ’98 E36 M3 ‘vert
2nd Craig Homann ’91 E31 850i
1st Andrew Burke ’89 E30 318iS

Photos: Jon Havelock [@jonhavelock on IG]
& Alan Howard [@alanhphotos on IG]
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Photos: Jon Havelock [@jonhavelock on IG] & Alan Howard [@alanhphotos on IG]
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Category A (E10 to
E36) winners (left to
right): Wade Bartlett
(3rd); Craig Homann
(2nd); and Andrew
Burke (1st) being
presented their winner’s plaques by
President, Luke Wise.

Category B (E46 to
E93) winners (left to
right): Marcus Hon
(3rd); Craig Collins
(2nd); and Jon
Havelock (1st).

Category C (F10 onwards) winners (left to right):
Will Goodwin (3rd); Ken Wedgewood (2nd); and
Paul Murdoch (1st) was not in attendance for the
presentations.
The “President’s Choice” went to Martin Milewski
and his E82 1M (below), being presented his
award by Graham Ball (VP) and Luke Wise
(President).

Photos: Jon Havelock [@jonhavelock on IG]
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Photos: Jon Havelock [@jonhavelock on IG] & Alan Howard [@alanhphotos on IG]
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Photos: Jon Havelock [@jonhavelock on IG] & Alan Howard [@alanhphotos on IG]
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Photos: Jon Havelock [@jonhavelock on IG]
& Alan Howard [@alanhphotos on IG]
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From the BMW world

Goldilocks and the Three i4s

T

he recently announced BMW i4 eDrive35 is
the newest member of the all-electric i4
family and will be joining the i4 eDrive40
and i4 M50 in in 2023. The eDrive35 will be the
least expensive trim level in the i4 lineup. Let’s
see how this stacks up against its older siblings in
terms of range, power, features, and cost. Prepare yourselves for a Goldilocks-style i4 model
comparison!
Range, Home on the Range
BMW estimates the i4 eDrive35 to have a 420kilometre range, while the eDrive40 clocks in with
a 454-484 kilometre range and the powerhouse
i40 M50 with a range of 365-436 kilometre . The
eDrive35 uses a 70.2 kWh battery, while the
eDrive40 and M50 both are outfitted with a
81kWh battery. If you drive the i40 M50 in moderation, the range numbers for all three cars
wouldn’t be too far off from each other. For me
(yes, fine, I’ll play the role of Goldilocks here), the
eDrive40’s range is just right.

Mike Bevels
Bimmer Life

It All Comes at a Cost
Pricing has not been confirmed by BMW Australia nor has the final decision been made to bring
the eDrive35 here. But it’s difficult to imagine why
BMW Australia wouldn’t sell it here.
If they all cost the same, this would be an easy
choice. But they don’t cost the same. The
eDrive40 and M50 cost $99,900 and $129,900 respectively (plus on-roads). The eDrive35, if it follows overseas pricing will ring in at $8,000 less
than the eDrive40 and $38,000 less than the M50.
Now that price is a factor, that eDrive35 is looking just right if it does in fact come in at $92,000.
The 2023 i4 models range from mild to wild. According to BMW, “Production of the 2023 BMW i4
eDrive35 will begin in the fourth quarter of 2022
at BMW Group Plant Munich. The first units are
expected to arrive to overseas markets in the first
quarter of 2023.” If you’re in the market for an EV,
be like Goldilocks—try all three and see which
is just right for you. CR

Power, More Power
Channel your inner Tim Allen from Home Improvement—more power! With a single electric
motor that is estimated to produce 210kW and
400 Nm of torque, it’s no surprise that the
eDrive35 comes in last in the power department.
Though a 5.9-second run to 100 kph isn’t too
shabby. The eDrive40’s single electric motor is
more than just “five” better here, with 250 kW
and 430 Nm of torque, it gets to 100 kph in 5.7
seconds, taking second place on the podium.
The clear winner is the M50, with a monstrous 400
kW and 795 Nm of torque coming from dual
electric motors. And it’s over two seconds faster
to 100 kph than the eDrive35, at 3.9 seconds. The
M50’s lower range isn’t looking so bad now, is it?
Score one for the M50—it’s just right.
Features
BMW says that the eDrive35’s “standard and optional features and equipment are unchanged
from that available on the 2023 i4 eDrive40.” The
M50 gets some M bits over both eDrive models.
All three have a “BMW Curved Display, powered
by BMW Operating System 8. The display unites a
12.3-inch information display with a 14.9-inch
control display behind a single, seamless glass
surface angled towards the driver.” I do like the
unique and sporty trim on the M50—it could
be just right!
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022
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From the BMW world

BMW Wins DTM Championship

A

David Haueter
Bimmer Life

fter a dramatic weekend of racing
in the DTM finale at Hockenheim,
Sheldon van der Linde is the 2022
DTM driver champion. Winning the championship wasn’t a foregone conclusion
going into the race weekend, as Van der
Linde had to fight until the chequered flag
waved in the last race of the season on
Sunday.
The weekend started out badly for Van
der Linde. After qualifying in sixth, he was
then dropped to sixteenth after Schubert
Motorsport was penalized for a rule infraction, which involved tires being mounted
on his M4 GT3 during a closed period before qualifying. To make matters worse, his
primary rival, Mercedes driver Lucas Auer,
qualified on the pole, which closed the
points gap.
At the race start, Van der Linde put in an
impressive feat of driving and along with
impressive pit work by the Schubert Motorsport crew, he worked his way up to second in race one behind Auer, who won
the race. This kept Van der Linde in the
points lead, but by only two points, going
into the final race on Sunday. “Honestly, I
think today was really the turnaround for
us,” said Van der Linde after race one. “It
started with a nightmare in the morning
with the penalty of ten places. The car
was amazing in the second stint after my
pitstop, my team did an amazing job in
the pit stop.” Marco Wittmann finished on
the podium in third, and Philipp Eng finished in sixth.
René Rast was on pole for race two, but Van der
Linde qualified in fifth, with rival Auer in eleventh.
In the race, Marco Wittmann worked his way into
the lead and went on to win, but Van der Linde
also made his way into third, which was enough
to clinch the championship. “In 2016, I came
from South Africa to Germany as a young lad to
become a professional racing driver,” said Van
der Linde after the race. “That was my dream
when I still was a kid. Now standing here as the
DTM champion is just simply unbelievable.”
With the success of Van der Linde as well as
some solid performances by teammate Philipp
End, the Schubert Motorsport team also won the
team championship. “This success would not
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

have been possible without the superb, strong
team behind Schubert Motorsport,” said team
principal Torsten Schubert. “I am not just referring
to the fantastic crew on-site, but many more
supporters who help us behind the scenes and
make it possible for us to keep all this going. I
would like to thank everyone, my team, BMW M
Motorsport for their excellent support, and our
two drivers, Sheldon van der Linde and Philipp
Eng for their fantastic performances.”
The next race that Van der Linde and Marco
Wittmann will compete in is the Rolex 24 at Daytona in January, as the two were announced as
third drivers for the pair of M V8 Hybrid LMDh cars
that BMW Team RLL will debut in the GTP class.
CR
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From the BMW world

David Haueter
Bimmer Life

BMW Is Going Back To The Big Dance In 2024
BMW Motorsport had already announced some time ago that the new
M Hybrid V8 LMDh prototype would be
competing in the IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship GTP class in
2023, but the program for the car has
expanded significantly with recent announcements.
For the 2024 season, BMW Motorsport
will compete with the car in the Hypercar category in the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC). The legendary 24 Hours of Le Mans race is the
premier race on the WEC schedule, so
this also means that BMW Motorsport
will be competing for overall victory at
Le Mans for the first time since 1999,
when Jo Winkelhock, Pierluigi Martini
and Yannick Dalmas drove the V12
LMR to victory. BMW last raced at Le Mans in
2018 with the M8 GTE.
For BMW M GmbH CEO Franciscus van Meel,
racing at Le Mans is not only a chance to win
the most prestigious endurance race in the
world, but also to promote BMW’s electric car
programs (the M Hybrid V8 uses a V8 combustion
motor combined with an electric motor). “The
decision to run the BMW M Hybrid V8 in the IMSA
series from 2023, and the WEC from 2024, is a
milestone for the project,” he said. “I sampled
and marveled at the extraordinary flair of the 24
Hours of Le Mans during my first term as CEO of
BMW M so I am very excited to be challenging
for overall victory as BMW M Motorsport again at
this classic and in the whole WEC for the first time
in decades. The BMW M Hybrid V8 represents a
turning point towards electrification for BMW M.
The IMSA series in North America and the WEC,
which takes place all over the world, are the perfect platforms on which to use our prototype to
show how exciting electrified BMW M cars will be
in the future.”
It remains to be
seen whether electrified M cars will be
exciting but the
racing over the next
few years certainly
should be, as the
new class of prototypes has significant
participation from
the world’s top auCapital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

to manufacturers. The M V8 Hybrid took its first
laps on a track on July 25th at the Dallara facility
in Italy, with works drivers Connor De Phillippi and
Sheldon van der Linde doing the driving. “It’s
been an honor and a pleasure to complete the
first laps of the BMW M Hybrid V8”, said De Phillippi. “This was a historic day for BMW M Motorsport
within the LMDh project. Step by step we went
through all functions of the car and by the end
of the day we were able to do some laps with
nearly full power, which is a good result for a rollout. A huge thank you to everybody working so
hard for this project at BMW M Motorsport, BMW
M Team RLL, BMW M Team RMG and Dallara!”
Testing will continue in Europe in August with
more works drivers getting a chance behind the
wheel before BMW Team RLL and BMW M Motorsport crew take over testing in the US starting in
September. “Due to the very tight schedule for
the LMDh project, the plan has always been to
focus on one field of application in the first season in 2023,” said Head of BMW M Motorsport
Andreas Roos. “The IMSA series is perfectly suited
for this. However, our mid-term goal was obviously to race on two fronts with the BMW M Hybrid
V8, and also to use the major platform provided
by the WEC and the 24 Hours of Le Mans. We are
now working determinedly towards this, at the
same time as our program in North America. The
car successfully completed its roll-out at Dallara
in Varano de Melegari. We now start the intensive test work before the race debut in January
2023 at Daytona.” CR
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Meet A Team Member: Alastair Meiklejohn
Want to know more about the team in local businesses who look after some of our
BMWs? In this issue we meet Alastair of Advanced Tech Automotive
·

Name: Alastair Meiklejohn

·

Age: I’m in my 40s ...

·

Occupation (current and past): Mechanic at Advanced Tech Automotive

·

Dream Job: Working in a Formula 1 team

·

What does your work entail? Working with our technicians, supervising and assisting our apprentices and
general workshop admin

·

What’s the best part about your job? Helping our customers work out any of their issues with their cars

·

Hobbies: Mountain biking, cars & holidays

·

Where did you go on your last holiday: Fiji

·

Where do you want to go next: Hawaii

·

Best part about a family holiday: Just spending the time
relaxing with family

·

Worst part about a family holiday: Bad weather is not always fun

·

Current Car(s): E38 740iL, E39 520i Touring & 1997 Honda Prelude

·

Project Car(s): E30 318iS & E30 323i

·

Fantasy Garage (unlimited funds but 4 car limit): E30 M3, Escort RS2000

·

Favourite BMW of all time: E30 M3

·

M3 Comp Wagon or X3 Comp: M3 Comp Wagon

·

Manual or DCT: Manual

·

Favourite Quote(s): The pen is mightier than the sword

Club Calendar of Events
Event

Date

Event type & location

Registration is required at -

BMW M Tea Party - Celebrating
Oct 29
50 years of BMW M

10-11am @ Canberra BMW

https://bmwclubcanberra.org.au/
event-5006713

Midweek Catch-Up

Nov 2

6pm @ The 'G' Spot, Gungahlin
Lakes Golf Club Carpark

https://bmwclubcanberra.org.au/
event-5006774

Cooma Motorfest 2022

Nov 5

8am-4:30 pm @ Cooma Showground

https://bmwclubcanberra.org.au/
event-4871898

BMW Cars & Coffee

Nov 20

9:30-11:30 am @ Billy T's Fyshwick

https://bmwclubcanberra.org.au/
event-4995711

Annual General Meeting

Nov 15

6:30 pm @ Eastlakes Club,
Kingston

Details TBA by email to members
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Friends of the Club
Affordable Classics is Canberra’s one stop shop for
the classic and sports car enthusiast. Whether you
are looking to buy or sell your dream car, store it in
a clean and secure environment, or find the right
accessories to make owning your dream more enjoyable, we are here to help you.
Auto Hotel offers exclusive car storage for your loved
one to make sure she is safe, secure and pampered.
Why bother with conventional storage sheds where
your car gets dirty, your battery and tyres run flat, or
you have to remember to take a spanner with you to
connect your battery every time you want to use your
car.

Contact Nick Coetzee
Mobile: 0414 214 776
email: nick@affordableclassics.com.au

Anthony Costello
Automotive
Ph: 02 62809233

ADVANCED TECH AUTOMOTIVE
Advanced Tech Automotive have been operating in Canberra for over 28 years and have
extensive knowledge and experience specialising in BMW.
ATA offer all automotive repairs & complete
servicing for your BMW. Their services revolve
around general repairs and maintenance and
provide Autologic diagnostic and Autoland
Scientech scans. They can also do performance upgrades to certain model of BMWs.
ATA also offer a special discounted hourly labour rate for BMW Car Club Canberra Members when you present your current Club
Membership card.

Anthony Costello Automotive has been established in the A.C.T for over 25 years and boasts a
long history with an excellent reputation for quality service.
Using genuine and OEM parts and OE approved
lubricants scheduled servicing at Anthony Costello Automotive is made easy. Following BMW
manufacturers servicing schedule our team can
make sure your car is kept in the best condition.
Many of our technicians have been factory
trained by BMW and regularly attend training
and education for the industry to stay up to date
with the latest systems.

Limiting our field allows us to be the best at what
we do – servicing all BMW makes and models
with all your service parts and lubricants in
stock. As highly respected mechanics in Canberra, servicing your vehicles will not void your warranty.

Address: 91 Prospect Ct, Phillip ACT 2606

Anthony Costello Automotive also offer a special
discounted hourly labour rate for BMW Car Club
Canberra Members when you present your current Club Membership card.

Hours: 7:45am to 5:30pm - Monday to Friday

Address: 5-9 Albany Street, Fyshwick ACT 2609

Give them a call to book your next service.
Phone: (02) 6281 0866

Hours: 7:30am to 6:00pm - Monday to Friday
Capital Roundel | Issue 3/2022

31

